The idea behind this show is to look at songs from a gay perspective. It grew out of the dissertation which I have recently completed for my MA, which examined the links between gay culture and musical theatre. This show explores the rights of men who want to be open in their love for other men and reinterprets the use of songs from a number of songwriters some of whom were themselves gay or bisexual.

The show takes songs by such composers such as Sondheim, Porter, Coward, Bucchino, Weill and Herman and uses them to take the audience on a rollercoaster journey of human emotions from being alone to finding fulfilment, from being in love to abandonment, from unrequited love to being rejected and everything else in between. 

The songs are reinterpreted to bring to them a new identity, by ‘queering’ the lyrics so as to look at life from a gay perspective. They form part of a narrative, which guides the audience through the history and concept of this interpretation of lyrics, which may otherwise be familiar to them in the ‘normal’ sense. 

Songs taken out of the context of the original shows that they were written for take on a new meaning for example the song Fifty Percent from the musical Ballroom becomes a song about partnership rights and equality issues:

I don’t share his name.

I don’t wear his ring.

There’s no piece of paper saying that he’s mine.

Other songs which are not gender specific can be sung by a man about another man as in Blame It On The Summer Night from the musical Rags:

I keep rememb’ring his eyes,

Fiery pale in the moonlight,

Spinning my heart into an endless flight.

But I’m not to blame; it’s just the shameless summer night.

A similar effect can be created by exchanging the word her for him as in the song Love Can’t Happen from Grand Hotel:

What is this I’m saying?

What is this I’m feeling?

Like I’m getting drunk, looking in his eyes

Gay relationships are often described as being non-conventional, they are often viewed as more transitory and less permanent than so called ‘straight’ relationships, although there are many exceptions to break that rule including my own. What I am trying to say in putting this show together is that it is important to respect the rights of any two people who want to be open and legalise their love for one another.  

